
What are some earth abundent materials
used for photovoltaics

Actually, silicon (second most abundant element in the earth''s crust) is the most extensively used

semiconductor material for making solar cells whereas the production and purification has become more

affordable [1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11].

This integrated bottom-up approach (i.e., bottom for the initial step 1 and up for the final step 4 described

above) facilitates a comprehensive understanding of MChX solid solutions and enables the design of

high-performance solar cells through a combination of theoretical predictions, experimental validation, and

device optimization. Details of this general materials ...

of PV devices. The thin film technology is the best solution to use less amount of raw material which makes

large scale manufacturing of solar cells cost effective. 2.1 Iron Disulfide . Iron disulfide (FeS. 2) (also known

as fool''s gold) is an earth abundant material makes it supreme material for PV applications. FeS. 2

(CZTSSe) materials have emerged as attractive non-toxic and earth-abundant absorber candidates. Despite the

similarities between CZTSSe and CIGSe/CdTe, the record power conversion efficiency of CZTSSe solar cells

(12.6%) remains significantly lower than that of CIGSe (22.6%) and CdTe (22.1%) devices,

There are 26 categories of solar cells, including those made of earth-abundant materials, ranging in efficiency

from 10.6% to 46%, each with its own technical and economic challenges. A brief summary would have been

helpful comparing them and placing the Cu 2-II-IV-VI 4 semiconductors in context. This book is an

authoritative source of ...

photovoltaics suffer from either toxic elements (Cd in CdTe and Pb in perovskite) or scarcity of raw materials

(In in CIGS and Te in CdTe), limiting their environmentally amenable, terawatt scale application. In

consequence, low-toxicity and earth-abundant absorber materials for thin film photovoltaics are intensively

explored including Cu 2 ...

Solar PV energy: From material to use, and the most commonly used techniques to maximize the power

output of PV systems: A focus on solar trackers and floating solar panels ... (c-Si) technology and are the most

widely used solar cells, accounting for over 90% of the PV cell industry, mainly because c-Si is stable and it

operates at a good ...

Atomic-layer-deposited buffer layers for thin film solar cells using earth-abundant absorber materials: A

review. ... is used for fabricating the solar cells, amorphous-Si (a-Si) has also been adopted for the same

purpose to some extent. ... is another promising p-type earth-abundant material that has potential applications

in photovoltaics as ...
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novel, potentially efficient, and less costly Earth-abundant thin-film PV materials. Sequential cation mutation

is a systematic and theory-driven approach used to narrow a set of candidate ...

tolerate point defects, enabling efficient PV performance despite high defect densities.3,4 This discovery has

reinvigo-rated efforts within the Earth-abundant PV community to design efficient solar absorbers, drawing

inspiration from the halide perovskites, with particular focus on defect tolerance and achieving materials with

long diffusion ...

Ana Kanevce (NREL): Device Modeling of CZTSSe Solar Cells; Joel Ager (LBNL): Earth Abundant p-type

Conductors; The goal of this session was to discuss device structures and materials used in earth abundant

photovoltaics. In particular, the focus was on earth abundant sulfides as absorbers for photovoltaics, as

developed at Helmholtz Zentrum ...

In this work, an extensive review of emerging earth-abundant thin film solar cells based on both MY 2and Cu

XSnY4 species is given, along with some considerations on the abundance and annual production of their

constituting elements. Keywords: earth-abundant elements, binary chalcogenides, quaternary chalcogenides,

low-cost solar cells, thin ...

Photovoltaics is a major actor of the ongoing energy transition towards a low-carbon-emission society. The

photovoltaic (PV) effect relies on the use of a semiconducting material that absorbs ...

The most studied materials for the thin-film photovoltaic (PV) technologies are Cu(In,Ga)Se 2 (CIGS, 22.6%

one-sun energy conversion efficiency) and CdTe (22.1% efficiency). 1 Nevertheless, the future environmental

benefits and potential scale of deployment of these solar cells may be limited by their elemental scarcity (In,

Ga, Te) and toxicity (Cd). 2 These ...

FeS 2 has a high potential in the large-scale production of PV modules, but for a long time, it was hard to

obtain well workable thin-film devices that use pyrite as an absorber (Bi et al., 2011) deed, a significant PV

efficiency value (8.39%) (Huang et al., 2015) was obtained by using the FeS 2 not as absorber material, but as

a counter electrode in a DSC solar cell (Kilic ...

In this sense, bismuth-based materials can be interesting alternatives for replacing lead-containing compounds.

Bismuth is a quite abundant metal on the earth crust; moreover, it is a by-product of Pb, Cu, and Sn refining

and has few significant commercial applications, resulting in the price of Bi being relatively low and stable

(Fig. 1). 2,3,9 Additionally, despite being a ...

Among the emerging thin-film photovoltaic (PV) materials formed by earth-abundant and nontoxic elements,

the so-called kesterite (Cu 2 ZnSn(S,Se) 4 --CZTSSe; Cu 2 ZnSnS 4 --CZTS; Cu 2 ZnSnSe 4 --CZTSe) has

become in the last years the most relevant and promising technology. Similar in many aspects to the most
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mature chalcopyrite (Cu(In,Ga)Se 2 --CIGS), ...

Recent developments in photovoltaic materials have led to continual improvements in their efficiency. We

review the electrical characteristics of 16 widely studied geometries of ...

These recent developments show that the Earth-abundant PV field is undergoing many exciting advances,

from novel concepts (e.g., effects of cation disorder) to novel materials entering into new phases of

development (e.g., advances in ...

FeS 2, Cu 2 S, SnS are typically p-type binary semiconducting materials. Multinary chalcogenide alloys such

as CZTS offers good alternative to CIGS, CdTe in terms of the similar crystal structure and optical properties

but with earth-abundant raw materials [].The wafer type thickness of raw material is a key factor in high cost

of PV devices.

Unlike the traditional silicon solar cells, the third generation of thin-film PV technologies represent the

transformative technologies with great potential for extremely high-throughput manufacturing at very low

cost, low environmental impact, mechanical flexibility, molecular tailorability, and made from non-toxic,

earth-abundant materials ...

OC deficit in kesterite solar cells. To capture the great potential of kesterite solar cells as prospective

earth-abundant photovoltaic technology, current research focuses on cation substitution for CZTSSe-based

materials. The aim here is to examine recent efforts to overcome the V OC limit of kesterite solar cells by

cation substitution

Among inorganic thin-film PV materials, Cu(In,Ga)Se 2 (CIGSe) and CdTe with outstanding photoelectric

performance have experienced rapid development. Thin-film solar cells based on CIGSe and CdTe have

achieved high PCE of over 22% and have been already commercialized, as Fig. 1 exhibiting CIGSe

photovoltaic tiles producing by Hanergy and a high ...

In this sense, bismuth-based materials can be interesting alternatives for replacing lead-containing compounds.

Bismuth is a quite abundant metal on the earth crust; moreover, it is a by-product of Pb, Cu, and ...

All deployed PVs use glass, and &gt;95% use Si wafers. Si is earth abundant (30% of Earth''s crust is made of

silicates), but requires energy-intensive purification and shipping. ... Chen, R. et al ...

Silicon is the widely used material for photovoltaic applications due to its properties like the favorable

bandgap of 1.12 eV, allowing the light absorption up to 1100 nm wavelength; natural abundancy (Si is the

second most abundant element on ...
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